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Prior Learning Assessment Update:
The team leading the achievement of the goal to increase access 
to prior learning and proficiency credit established the joint credit/
non-credit workgroup for the College. This workshop recommends 
steps to expand student access to assessment for prior learning 
and proficiency credit. During AY18, the group assisted the early 
childhood education (ECE) faculty and Workforce Development 
and Continuing Education (WDCE) staff in launching the child-
care certification pathway and developing the recognition of the 
industry credential for incumbent workers. Further, WDCE and 
the ECE faculty submitted a joint EARN-Maryland grant to add 
MI-BEST classes that will allow adult education students in WDCE 
to access this new pathway more easily. We now have an English 

for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) for Childcare Profes-
sionals class that will segue into the jobs skills training and basic 
education program, MI-BEST,  with a version of the Child Develop-
ment Associate (noncredit).  In this educational pathway, students 
can earn six credits once they complete the class and obtain their 
national credential. The Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, 
and Regulation (DLLR) is giving Montgomery College $50,000 for 
the coursework and for a person in the for-credit ECE program to 
help build the employer advisory group.

One key element of expanding credit for prior learning (CPL) is to 
develop marketing materials that explain what CPL is and help 
prospective and current students to take advantage of these  
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Duplicated, Student Usage of CPL, 2012–2017
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